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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 WELLIN 02984 09212IZ 
71 

ACTION HEW-06 

INFO OCT-OI EA-09 ISO-00 MED-03 PASS-00 OES-06 /025 W 

062649 

R09I942Z AUG76 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1822 

UNCLAS WELLINGTON 2984 

PLEASE PASS CENTER EOR DISEASE CONTROL, ATLANTA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL 

SUBJECT: "LEGIONNAIRES DISEASE" 

1. DR. STEPHEN AUST, PROFESSOR AT MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY AND PRESENTLY ON LEAVE AT RUAKURA 
AGRICULTURE RESEARCH CENTER, HAMILTON, NEW ZEALAND, 

TELEPHONED EMBASSY TO SUGGEST THAT POSSIBLE CAUSE 

OF PHILADELPHIA "LEGIONNAIRES DISEASE" MAY BE PARAQUAT 
TOXICITY. AUST SAYS HE HAS DONE EXTENSIVE RESEARCH 
ON MATTER, INCLUDING THE DETERMINATION OF PARAQUAT TOXICITY IN 
FOUR RECENT DEATHS IN NEW ZEALAND. HE SUGGESTS THAT CDC MAY WANT 
TO CONTACT DR. ANNE P. AUTOR, TOXICOLOGY CENTER, 

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA WHO HAS ALSO DONE EXTENSIVE RESEARCH 
ON THE HERBICIDE AND RELATED DEATHS. 

2. EMBASSY IS CHARY OF HOMEGROWN CURES BUT 

DR. AUST'S CREDENTIALS AND THE SEVERITY OF THE CASE 
SEEM TO MERIT BRINGING THE FOREGOING TO YOUR 
ATTENTION. 

SELDEN 

NOTE BY OC/T: PASSED CDC ATLANTA. 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Decaption Note: 
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Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
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Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976WELLIN02984 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760306-0975 
From: WELLINGTON 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9760871 /aaaacjsr.tel 

Line Count: 49 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION HEW 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 
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Previous Classification: n/a 
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Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: SmithRJ 
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